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to live hidden from the authorities, and it was customary there to
dispense with church and sacraments. A break with the world and
the church appeared less fearful and more natural there than in
other parts of Russia. The region was that of the North Russian
woodlands, the vast territories of ancient Novgorod, the White Sea
littoral, and the whole of Siberia, where the relation of the popu-
lation to the church had always been the same as that in which
the zealots of ancient faith found themselves after refusing to be-
lieve in the church's further existence. While the Old Ritualists
now had no priests and were forced to dispense with the sacraments,
the dwellers of Northern Russia never had enjoyed regular ad-
ministration to their religious needs. In these uninhabited regions,
where villages often stood many miles apart, where roads ran
through dense forests and muddy swamps, and rivers were the only
practical means of communication, the people for many years had
had to forego any help from the priest. Frequently half a score or
even a score of villages had but one church, therefore its parish
covered hundreds of square miles, while it also happened that for a
long time the church "stood without chant." Even when a priest
was present the local population often hesitated to approach him
because his services were too costly. So the northern villagers under-
took to depend upon themselves for their spiritual needs, and the
church was replaced by numerous chapels where, instead of the
mass, the population heard only vespers, matins, and the breviary,
chanted by literate members of the community.
Naturally it was easier here than elsewhere to become reconciled
to the necessity of doing without priests, and so the doctrine of the
Priestless spread to an extraordinary degree, while the followers of
the Priestists went into the southwestern borderlands of Russia.
The people in the north became quite accustomed to confess their
sins to each other and laymen officiated at baptisms, but they could
not bear to be deprived forever of the Holy Sacrament. Conse-
quently every charlatan who assured them that he possessed the
reserve Eucharist consecrated before Nikon's time, could gain the
confidence of the masses and profit thereby. When no Eucharist
was to be had the Priestless resorted to a symbolic rite, the par-
taking of the Holy Communion in the form of raisins. The villagers
did not object to omitting the sacrament of marriage because civil